What happens next ?

Following a review of the information gathered at this
public consultation, together with a review of all
ongoing Environmental, Engineering & Economic
assessments, the Route Selection study will be
finalised and a preferred interchange arrangement
will be chosen.

This will be presented at a further Public Display. A
design will then be prepared. It will involve further
detailed surveys and investigations in order to
finalise the interchange and associated slip and link
road designs. The extent of the land required for the
scheme will be determined through this process
allowing the Compulsory Purchase Orders (CPOs) to
be prepared for confirmation. An Environmental
Impact Assessment will also be carried out for the
selected interchange option design culminating in the
publication of the Environmental Impact Statement.
Provision of pedestrian and cyclist facilities within the
proposed interchange solution is also being
investigated plus consideration of access to a future
Park and Ride site for Irish Rail.
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Thereafter, if decided by An Bord Pleanala, an Oral Hearing will occur before the decision is taken to progress the
scheme and the tender process can commence to secure the construction of the scheme. The likely schedule of
events is set out above, which is constrained by the necessity to conduct seasonal environmental surveys, develop
a detailed traffic model to inform traffic patterns (including a review of impacts on the Southern Ring Road), assess
buildability and traffic management issues such that disruption to road users is minimsed during construction. In
addition to this, various forms of consultation is ongoing with 34 Parties including Local Authority & Government
Departments, Community Associations, Environmental Bodies and other interested groups with over 70 such

consultees approached to date.

Note that the above programme of works is dependent on various approvals being granted, funding and resources

being made available, and may be subject to change.

Your Involvement

Now that you have familiarised yourself with the
proposed Interchange options, please provide us
with your feedback on the questionnaire provided. If
you do not have time to complete it here please take
it away with you and return by post to the Cork
County Council National Roads Office, to the
address given, or visit the project website to reply
electronically.

Your feedback will be considered as the planning
process is progressed. Some options may be altered
or eliminated or alternative suggestions investigated.
A combination of options may also emerge.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE

Further Information

The N8/N25 Dunkettle Interchange Improvement
Scheme is being developed by the National Roads
Authority in association with Cork County Council and
Cork City Council. For further information on this project
please contact:

Project Engineer — Dunkettle Interchange
Cork National Roads Office,

Richmond,

Glanmire,

Co. Cork.

http://www.corkrdo.ie

Email: info@corkrdo.ie

Tel: 021-4821 046 Fax: 021-4866 209

Project Website: http://www.n8n25dunkettle.ie
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The Need for the Scheme

The existing Dunkettle Interchange is a junction of a
number of strategic routes which connect the Midlands and
the South East via the M8 and the N25, and the South West
via the Jack Lynch Tunnel and the Cork Southern Ring
Road. It is therefore a critical junction that caters for
strategic connectivity of the City, County and Region. It was
originally designed in the 1980's by Cork County Council.
The local and national traffic flows associated with that
design and the growth predictions did not anticipate the
unprecedented development growth in the greater Cork
environs in the intervening period.

The existing Dunkettle Interchange is currently being used
by approximately 95,000 vehicles every day. Consequently
the existing interchange is presently operating significantly
above capacity and suffering from severe traffic congestion
at peak periods. There is significant queuing on approaches
to the existing Dunkettle Interchange, in particular extending
back through the Jack Lynch Tunnel for traffic travelling
north along the N25 at peak periods. Traffic travelling from
the east and north heading south through the Jack Lynch
Tunnel similarly experiences significant delay during peak
periods.

The need for the scheme therefore is based on a
requirement to improve the circulation of people and goods
locally, more widely in the greater Cork urban environs, and
in the national context.

Current Project Status

The National Roads Authority (NRA) has appointed Jacobs
Engineering Ireland, to progress the proposed improvement
works to the existing Dunkettle Interchange through the
various stages of the planning process in accordance with
the NRA'’s Project Management Guidelines.

At present, various scheme options have been prepared for
consideration such that they can be appraised against
Engineering, Environmental and Economic criteria. The
current options (titled Brown, Red, Purple, Blue and Orange),
which essentially comprise revised junction layouts, are
depicted in this brochure with a brief explanation of each
option. It should be noted that these options are currently at
an early stage of development, and may ultimately vary as
the development of the scheme progresses.

The Brown Option transfers traffic travelling from the
Jack Lynch Tunnel north under the existing east side
interchange bridge and uses 2 traffic loops north of the
existing interchange to allow traffic to freeflow from the
west heading south and also from the south heading
east. It also includes a new access to Little Island and a
new access road into Glounthaune under the existing
N8.

Existing Dunkettle Interchange - Layout and Location

The Red Option provides a large new loop for traffic
travelling out of the tunnel heading east and also
includes smaller traffic loops north and south of the
existing interchange’s eastern bridge to allow traffic
from the west to travel south and traffic from the north
to travel west. It also includes a new access
arrangement to Little Island and Glounthaune.
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The Purple Option provides a direct link along the N25 for
traffic travelling to and from the east travelling north and south
in the tunnel, one of the key traffic movements which needs to
be catered for. It also includes a new roundabout on the N8
between the existing Dunkettle Interchange and the existing
Dunkettle Roundabout. As with the Brown and Red Options, it
also includes a new access arrangement at Glounthaune and
Little Island.

The Blue Option contains a new junction arrangement
north of the existing Dunkettle Interchange to remove
traffic from Glounthaune and Little Island from the
Dunkettle Interchange. It also contains a loop to
accommodate traffic travelling from the tunnel heading
east and a separate access for Little Island and
Glounthaune.

The Orange Option uses the bridges of the existing
Dunkettle Interchange to accommodate traffic accessing
and egressing the Jack Lynch Tunnel. It also contains a
new access arrangement for Little Island and
Glounthaune. There are various proposed road links
between this new arrangement and the proposed
Interchange to accommodate traffic movements.




